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MONTHLY TIP

Check Seed Depth:

As planting season kicks off,
don’t forget the importance of
seed depth. It's a common
mistake to assume a drill is
calibrated just because it
worked last year, or because a
neighbor used it. But every
pasture is different, and soil
texture plays a big role.

For most of cool-season
forages, we want seeds placed
about ¥ to Y2 inch deep. A
drill set up for heavier clay
soils may cut too deep when
moved to a sandy field, where
there’s less structure to hold
it. That can leave seeds buried
too far to germinate well.

The fix is simple: each time

you move to a new pasture,
run the drill a few feet, stop,
and check the seed depth.
Adjust as needed. Remember,
seeds don’t need to be buried,
just tucked at the right depth
for strong emergence.

For more information in seed
depth please check our
Forage and Field Crops
Seeding Guide for Tennessee.

Dr. Bruno Pedreira
UT Extension Forage Specialist

UT Beef and Forage Center Director
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“What a great day for football, all we need is some green grass
and a ball.”

- Anonymous

TIME TO PLANT COOL-SEASON FORAGES

Dr. Bruno Pedreira, Center Director | UT Extension Forage Specialist

September marks the start of planting season for cool-season forages. Many areas
are still under drought conditions, so waiting a few days for rain before planting
may not be a bad idea. Once soil fertility has been addressed, soil moisture will be
the main factor driving successful pasture establishment. For most cool-season
forages, such as tall fescue, the ideal planting window runs through October 1.
Every year we ask ourselves if planting can be delayed—especially in dry years—but
on average, October 1 is the cutoff. The reason is simple: we need enough time for
seeds to germinate and seedlings to grow strong before the first frost arrives. The
later we plant after October 1, the greater the risk that frost will hit seedlings at an
earlier, more vulnerable stage, compromising pasture establishment. Some years
we may not see frost until December, while other years it can arrive much earlier.
That uncertainty is part of our open-sky farming gamble. The key takeaway: aim to
get seeds in the ground by October 1 whenever possible. Giving your forages a
head start now will help them withstand the challenges of fall and winter, setting
the stage for a strong pasture in the seasons ahead.

WEATHER

Dr. Bruno Pedreira, Center Director | UT Extension Forage Specialist

August precipitation totaled
1.25 inches, which is 3.5
inches below the 10-year
average of 4.7 inches. The
average temperature was
76.7 °F, just slightly above the
10-year average of 76.4°F. ncei.noaa.gov

Even though August started with no drought reported, by the end Intensity:

[ Norne
of the month about 64% of Tennessee was under some level of I 50 Aomay by
drought. That lines up with what many of you are seeing in % s
pastures turning brown and slow regrowth. The September = D3 Exreme Drought
D4 Exceptional Drought

outlook shows equal chances for both temperature and rainfall,

which typically points to near-average precipitation. Over the past 10 years,
September rainfall has averaged 3.75 inches, but it has ranged widely—from just
0.5 inches in 2019 to 7.41 inches in 2024. If the rains come, it will be a great
chance to stockpile forage and move forward with pasture renovation. If they don’t,
it may be another year where we have to be flexible and manage around limited
growth. droughtmonitor.unl.edu
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WINTER HAY PLANNING: A COMPLETE GUIDE FOR HORSE OWNERS

Dr. Jennie Ivey, Associate Professor, UT Extension Equine Specialist
When the pastures go dormant and temperatures drop, hay becomes the

cornerstone of a horse's diet. Planning ahead is the best way to ensure UPCOMING EVENTS

your horses stay healthy and your hay supply lasts until spring. But = 2025 Precision Livestock Farming: Beef
proper hay planning involves more than just estimating how much your and Forage Systems Field Day

horses will eat—it requires understanding the many variables that affect - September 23 & 24 at 8 AM - 3 PM CT
consumption and having buffers in place for the unexpected. On average,

horses consume 2-2.5% of their body weight in forage daily. For a 1,000- Live.Stock - Join us for our broadcast

Ib horse, that's 20-25 pounds per day or roughly 1.1-1.9 tons over a - October 8at 2 PM ET

five-month winter. However, these numbers can shift based on age, body

condition, workload, and hay quality. While the 1.5-2.5% body weight rule Details can be found on UTBEEF.COM

provides a good baseline, individual horses can vary considerably in their
hay consumption. Age plays a significant role: older horses may need
higher quality hay or may consume less if they have dental issues that
make chewing difficult. Young, growing horses often eat toward the
higher end of the range. Body condition and metabolism also matter.
"Easy keepers" who maintain weight readily might consume less hay,
while "hard keepers" who struggle to maintain condition may need more
forage to meet their energy requirements. Finally, remember that hay
supplies the bulk of calories and fiber in the winter diet, but may not
meet all needs. Most hay is sufficient for maintaining mature horses in
light work, but growing horses, pregnant or lactating mares, and horses
in regular work often need additional protein, vitamins, and minerals.
Adding appropriate concentrates or supplements can help balance the
diet and may reduce the total volume of hay needed if the concentrates
provide significant calories. However, horses should always receive most

of their nutrition from forage sources, as this supports proper digestive Photo of the Month by Malerie Fancher:

health and natural feeding behaviors. A forage test remains the best way  Dr. Bruno Pedreira and Malerie had the opportunity to meet and
to know exactly what's in your hay and identify any nutritional gaps that interact with several new county Extension agents at the annual
need addressing through supplementation. With thoughtful planning that ~ New ANR Agent In-Service hosted by UT Extension. Dr. Pedreira
accounts for all these variables, you can ensure your horses maintain discussed the importance of understanding forage quality. We are
good health and body condition throughout the winter months while excited to see the success of these agents in their home county!

avoiding the stress and expense of running short on hay when prices are
highest and availability is most limited.

This and other useful information can be found at your local UT Extension office or on UTBEEF.COM.
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